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Lorna Doone' is Vega #4517, built in 1972, The East coast dealer for
Allin exhibited her af the 1972 Halifax, Nova Scofia hoat show where she
was purcﬁasw/ @ 4 Canadian Naval officer. He documented her under-the
name &)ﬁ/efq asa CM&nWm[mefﬁﬁu wife; sailed ber
exfemzw@ on the East coast, mc@aé a trip up info the Bras d 'Or lakes.
Ewnfua@ he was pos-fen/ fo the Esgwmaﬁ Navy base on Vancouver Jsland
in British Columbia, Being much attached to the boat and reluctant to leave
her behind on the East coast, he had a custom road trailer fabricated and
towed her across the conbinent over the Qoe@ mountains o Rritish
Columbia, a distance of some 3,500 miles. He &pz‘ the bhoat at S#{n? on the
Saanich pemm'uézr and sailed ber éca@ in the Strait of Georgia, Gulf
Islands and American San Juans until 1985 when he decided to Purcﬁaye a
/myer vessel and sold Vega #1517 to me.

Since one of the conditions of the sale was that he retain the name Solveig’
for his new boat, Vega #6517 became 'Lorna Doone' and, as ﬁarfef the re -
reqistration process the home port became Vietoria, B.C. For the next three
years J éepf the boat at Pedder Bay Marina, on the South coast of
Vancouver Jsland, My %m,waguyf a five minute drive from the maring
and 9 used her for evem’ny and weg@m&f mi[i@, and unambitious summer
vacation cruises. In 1986 the hoat was fourteen years old and, fee[iry’ the
need for a project, 9 decided to give her a mafor refit and jenem/ ufymaé.
My neij%or and 500/ friend on the aé'ainirg foroperty had a hrye ﬁay
barn that wasn't 5&1@ used and very éw@ allowed me to store the boat

there for the duration of the refit. In the course of very. infensive fifteen
months, woréinj evenings and weskends, the fo”awinj was done:



- AW the exterior hardware and trim was removed; the Volvo diesel and
Combi gear were removed and sold; the interior " joinery was comféfe@
yfrip/)ea/ out. |

- The unakréa;{y was yfﬂ'fzpeﬁ/ of all anﬁfouéhj and the fafzﬁaé; and deck /
coachroof mau/a/inﬂ.v refinished with white inear fa{yurefﬁamz paint.

- The orijina/ fﬁrmgﬁ mull ﬁﬂzrfgf and shut-off valves were JfW out
and repé:cw/ using bronze ball valves instead of gate valves,

- The coachroof windows were re{z&cea/ using Lexan sandwiched between
interior and exterior stainless steel frames.

- A more substantial stainless steel anchor roller and stainless steel fairleads
were ﬁffw/, new feak jraé rails, cocépif locker Gids and cocépif sole 5mﬁrg
were made.

- The topsides and underhody weee stiffened with GRP ring frames
forward of the main bulkhead where the boat tends to pound when being
driven hard to weather. The section modulus of the simf@ suﬁéarfa/
beam that carries the mast compression was increased @ a factor of three.

- A Yanmar 1GM diesel with 2 : 1 reduction and a (3" X 8" two bladed
pro/w//er was installed. the m}ina/ well enjineerw[ but immeme@ 5%(@,
stainless stoel exhaust system was cﬁaW to a Vetus muffler and water
fmp; the exiyﬁnj péuﬁc ﬁw/ tank was relocated ﬁ'am the éi@e Sumfo fo
give gravity feed from a jémea(in enclosure in the port coc@bzf locker.
Stainless steel Vetus mushroom vents were installed in ﬁé:ce of the orijina/
p/ayﬁc vents aft



- The hoat was re-wired; the Rosch fuse pane[ rcphcw/ and @ proper
master switch mstalled aérg with new stainless navigation and inferior
/ijﬁf ﬁxfurgs; a fourteen watt solar fmm/ was installed

- The foam-backed W@f @ny on the hull was removed and the interior
j/ayywor( ]{minfw[

- The /J@waoagfginefy was @W @ Jri[[irg muﬁ‘z’pé cut-oufs with a
two inch hole saw, and then overlaid with a thin [, approx . 3/16" thick)
ﬁm'nj of Brazilian maﬁogwy "V joint staving, set in epaxy and coated
with a satin oil finish; the companionway bulkhead was yimiézr_fy overlaid
with more ' 'V ' joint maéaﬁarg, and the interior face of the coachroof
sides covered with ﬁemg Wnyé the underside of the fo'c'sle hatch and the
yﬁ'a&'nj companionway hatch were covered with white p&xﬁc laminats to
match the coasﬁmaf declkhead and hide the gr}ﬂom/.weaue af the 5&9
laminate; the 0@ina/faam backed wy[ on the hull inferior was rephcwf
with space/ pine battens, finished éfyﬁt the om'jina/ vertical fift-out
/?ane/ giving access to the engine was re}é[aced' @ three narrow faneé ~
far easier to remove and store, particularly when under way.

- New cushion covers and car[bef were ﬁffwf and a new companionway
spray aéw‘fger and mainsail cover mad.

- The mast. boom ana(s,éirmaéer po[e were xfnp{)w/ and ,baim‘ea’ wifﬁ white
linear po@urefﬁane fpain; an Mxpinm@r Fa/e stowage track was
fitted; Selden mast steps were fitted: the arjgina/ sheet winches were
repéweﬁ/ with stainless Anderson #12 self fmﬁ}g winches; new sails were
ordered; a Navik serve ﬂewﬁ:&mmnejear was installed,

- A miniature (6'3") cold moulded, pram ﬁnj@ was custom made fo stow
upﬂ'a@ down on the fomfecé,
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Canmémé@ foorer, but with the hoat éaé; uyf mqgmﬁcmé 9
relaunched in the fall of 1987. The arymaf owner came on hoard with his

 wife and was somewhat nan{&ﬁum/ at the extent of the cﬁanje.c

"9 Moujﬁf she looked pref{y ﬂow/ the way she was," he said fﬁaujﬁfﬁc@
There was a f)moa/ of nénce foﬂfowng this remark,; fﬁm(mj 9 supfoose, that
he m jﬁf have hurt myfeefirys he added:

"In an-‘austere’ kind of Way you know... ...

9 returned the boat to Pedder Bay marina and continued to sail her ﬁwa@

until the spring of 1994 when 9 aﬁcfa@ refired, %eﬁ'nj that this was as

jooa( a time as any to make a clean break, 9 sold my home, car and various

other pam.mom écepmj an@ "Lorna Doone’, . my hand fools, and one Eax af

books that 9 couldn't quite érmj ngse/f to part with, On May 24", 994,

5mw{1/ laden with ﬁﬁy Wm of fresh water and six months food, 9 sailed

from Becher Bay on Vancouver Dsland with the intent of ﬁdﬁﬁnj 4 ﬁfaémj

dream and mﬁb’ty 4 yinj%fe handed circummw"gaﬁon of the world The

voyage was succesyﬁc@ eom,@éfé/ in fﬁir@ manths, faJowinj the traditional

trade wind route :

- South from the Juan de Fuca strait to the latitude of San Francisco, and
then West out to the Hawaiian islands.

- South from Homoluls, West of the Line islands fo the latitude of
Suvaro, and then West fo the Vavau group in the éinj/am ameya.

- South from Tonga ts the latitude of Minerva reef and then West to the
Bay of Islands, New Zealand and eventually south to Whangarei,



- North from New Zealand to New Caledonia and then across the Coral
sea and through Grafton passage to Cairns, Australia.
- North inside the Great Barrier Reef to Cape York and then West across
the Gulf of Carpentaria to Gove in Arnhem Land,
- West from Gove acrass the Indian Ocean fo the Mascarene Islannd and

Reunion.

- South from Reunion around the bottom of Mﬂm
Mazaméigue channel to Durban, Natal

ar amf across the

- South from Durban, around the Cape of é'ao/ Hope, and North to
Antiqua in the lesser Antilles.
= West from Antiqua to Colon and fﬁra&gﬁ the Canama Canal to Balboa,
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- South from Balboa to Ga-éip@os, out a[a-nﬂ the equator fo 132 degrees
West, and then North West to the Hawaiian Islands, crossing our
outhound track and cam{)éf)@ the cfrcumnaw‘jaﬁon at 21 ﬁfejmes‘ 56
minutes North latitude, 55 a@mgf 16 minutes West fonﬂifud@ af ,exac;@
2100 hours on 21", 9&@, 1996.
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Moored in the Ala Wai yacl;f basin
after com{aéﬁnﬂ the circumnavigation

- North from Honolulu to 42 :s{ejreey latitude, where the Westerlies were
{aicﬁe&f up for the run home fo C’ape 'Fﬂm‘fer:y and the Quan de Fuca strait

Some boats do not take éma@ fo ocean vayaging and are ﬁﬁwﬁgwf @c@ry
and screaming around the world - every passage & nz’gﬁfmare of accidents,
bad luck, gear failures and defective systems...... in frort fﬁgy sulk and ffmy



their anchors, Not so the Veﬂa! 'Lorna Doone' entered whole ﬁearfef@ into
the spirit of the voyage and ap{oearwf to enjoy it every bit as much as 9 did.
The additional weiﬂﬁf didn't seem fo /Jﬁme her umﬁ@ and aﬁ‘ﬁor{gﬁ never
Wrem’ve@ sailed she manaﬂd to run 160 nautical miles noon / noon on fwo
consecutive d@f in the Indian Ocean, South of Cocos 7(%5'@!, and, more
recen@, made 112 miles in fwem:‘y ﬂ)ar hours, close hauled in the North East
trades coming up from Howaii fo British Columbia,

In my opinion the Vega is an excellent, anaﬁzmand?nﬂ and ﬂ)z:givinj boat for
fow 5&1{/73{' finjéﬁamfea/ ocean voyaging, with an imforessive aﬁiﬁfy fo éea{a
moving under adverse conditions, About 1500 miles North of Hawaii on the
trip home, stress of weather forced us fo ézy a-hull for a short perioé forior to
that we had not heen Jfofafae&f since a blow off the Cape of Good Hope in

Traditional thatched fales; Makave, T onga



9anum:y af the same year, 15,000 miles miﬁ’ry aw@! In ..fﬁirfy months we
e;(perienceaf no gear [ailures and there are no ;ymfﬁeanf cﬁﬂmﬁey that I would
make to the boat if %}fnﬂ the same trip again. Jtems of equifment which
/Jrovea( to be outstands ing were:
Navik servo /Jenﬁ:ﬁtm vane gear; perfee@ matched to the V@a
- Yanmar 1 Gm diesel; aésofufe@ reliable and a great source of comfort
when coastal cruising yinﬂé~6anﬁfea§ consumes an@ one pint of fuel per
hour at 2200 RPM,
- Anderson self faiﬁ’nﬂ winches; Eeauﬁﬁt@ enﬁinearwf and. a joy to use.
=78 @ Bruce anchors - three of them - used in conjunction with 200 of
BRB chain; once aqgain, perfec@ matched to the Vega and ﬂooaf for
mud, sand, coral and rock,

- Autohelm 1000, aﬁwzys reliable and aésoﬁ:fe{y invaluable for the ;irtgé
hander woréinﬂ out of an ancﬁamge, 5my stowing ﬂramw/ tackle and

maéinj sail,

""Medicaire ' Antigua f@é





